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Cabinet at home did not approve, for the simple
reason that his past training and very distinguished
service, made it unlikely that he would be able to
inaugurate the new system with an open mind and
without inconvenient prepossessions. Lord Curzon,
in short, wanted the new Member to be as much
as possible like the old Member, and the Home
Government wanted to make the change desired by
Lord Kitchener, and the upshot was that Lord Curzon
resigned. The whole correspondence was published
for the perusal of the public, but it appeared from
Lord Curzon's speech in the House of Lords that
it was not he, but Lord Kitchener who desired
that a step should be taken, which had a deplorable
effect in India, where the Government had hitherto
been regarded as a body of one mind, and the
Viceroy as its almost sacrosanct head. And as
Lord Morley in 1909 abolished the Member for
Military Supply, Lord Kitchener has won all
along the line, with, it must be confessed, the
general approval of the military element.

Lord Morley, who had taken office in the middle
of this embittered controversy, throughout endea-
voured to safeguard the fundamental principle that
the Government of India in all its branches, includ-
ing the control of the army, was responsible to the
Secretary of State in Council, and he laid special
emphasis on the fact that the Indian army was one
of the most difficult and delicate problems with